F. No. 12-1/2012 MDM 2-1
Government of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of School Education & Literacy

MDM Division
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi
Dated 5™ August, 2013
Subject: Minutes of the Meeting of the National Steering-cum-Monitoring

Committee (NSMC) for Mid Day Meal Scheme held on 25" July, 2013
under the Chairmanship of Secretary (SE&L).

The Meeting of the National Steering-cum-Monitoring Committee (NSMC) for
Mid Day Meal Scheme was held on 25" July, 2013 in Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
under the Chairmanship of Shri Rajarshi Bhattacharya, Secretary, Department of
School Education & Literacy.

2. A copy of the minutes of the meeting is enclosed herewith.
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Director (MDM) :
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Fax: 011-23382394
Distribution:
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). Principal Advisdr, Planning Commission.

iii) Dr. C. Chandramohan, Senior Advisor, Planning Commission, Yojana Bhavan.

iv) Ms. Kiran Gupta, Deputy Advisor, Planning Commission, Yojana Bhavan.

V) Shri Arun Kumar Misra, Secretary, Ministry of Housing & Urban Poverty
Alleviation.

Vi) Smt. Vibha Puri Das, Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

vii) Shri Sudhir Bhargava, Secretary, Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.

viii)  Shri Pradeep Kumar Deb, Secretary, Ministry of Sports.

iX) Shri Rajeev Gupta, Secretary, Ministry of Youth Affairs.

X) Shri C. Viswanath, Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Food Corporation of India.

Xi) Dr. R. Govinda, Vice Chancellor, NUEPA.

xii) Prof. Pravin Sinclair, Director, NCERT.
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Shri B.S. Mohapatra, ED (Finance) Food Corporation of India.

Shri O.P.Dani, CGM, Food Corporation of India.

Shri K. Desiraju, Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

Shri Sudhir Kumar, Secretary, Ministry of Food & Public Distribution.

Ms. Nita Chowdhury, Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development.

Shri S. Vijay Kumar, Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development.

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

Shri N.K. Kashmira, Deputy Secretary, Food & Public Distribution.

Shri Avanish K. Mishra, Ministry of Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation.

Shri Sangeeta Verma, Economic Advisor, Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

Dr. K.M. Chacko, Director, Shriram Institute for Industrial Research, New Delhi.
Director, National Institute of Nutrition, Tarnaka, Jamai-Osmania Post,
Hyderabad — 500007.

Dr. Prema Ramachandran, Director, Nutritional Foundation of India, C-13 Qutab
Institutional Area, New Delhi— 110016.

Shri Biraj Patnaik, Principal Advisor, Office of Supreme Court Commissioner, B-
68, 2nd Floor, Sarvodaya Enclave, New Delhi — 110017.

Prof. Shobha A. Udipi, Head of Department, Food and Nutrition Unit, Department
of Food Science and-Nutrition, S.N.D.T. Women’s University, Mumbai — 400049.
Dr. Uma Aiyyar, Reader, Food and Nutrition Unit, The M.S. University of Baroda,
Pratapgunj, Vadodara — 390002, Baroda, Gujarat.

Shri Chanchalapati Dasa, Vice Chairman, Akshaya Patra, Akshaya Patra
Foundation, H K Hill, Chord Road, Bangalore-560 010.

Smt. Sangeeta Singh, Principal Secretary, Govt. of Gujarat, Education
Department, New Sachivalaya, Block No. 5, 7th Floor, Gandhinagar -383010.
Shri G. Kumar Naik, Secretary, Govt. of Karnataka, Primary Sec. Education
Department, R.No. 641, 6th Floor, M.S. Building, Gate No. 2, Bangalore —
560001.

Shri D.K. Tiwari Principal Secretary, Department of Human Resource
Development, Govt. of Jharkhand, MDI Building, Telephone Bhavan, Dhurva,
Ranchi — 834001.

Shri Hridesh Kumar, Commissioner-cum-Secretary, School Education
Department, Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir, Civil Sectt., Srinagar — 190001.

Shri P.S. Thangkhiew, Additional Chief Secretary, Education Department, Govt.
of Meghalaya, Shillong — 796001.



xxxv) Ms. Sommaya Kidambi, Director, SSAAT, Govt. of Andhra Pradesh.

xxxvi) Ms. Paribraika Atmahridaya, Head Mistress, Shri Ram Krishna Sharada School,
Jhargram, West Bengal.

xxxvii) Smt. D. Sujatha, Secondary Grade Teacher, Mandal Paridshad Primary School,
T.M.V. Kandriga, Srikalahasti Mandal, Distt. — Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh —
517641.

xxxviii) Dr. Nagesh Singh, Economic Advisor, MHRD

xxxix) Shri Yogesh Kumar, Professor, NCERT.

xl) Dr. N. Arlappa, Assistant Director, National Institute of Nutrition, Tarnaka, Jamai-

Osmania Post, Hyderabad — 500007 .

Copy to:

i) Sr. PPS to Secretary( SE&L).
ii) PPS to AS(EE.I).
iii) JS(RC) / Dir(SSP) / DS(BDS).



Government of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of School Education and Literacy
Mid Day Meal Division

Minutes of the meetin% of National Steering-Cum-Monitoring Committee held on
25" July, 2013 at Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi

The 6" meeting of the National Steering-Cum-Monitoring Committee (NSMC) on Mid
Day Meal Scheme was held in New Delhi on 25" July, 2013 under the Chairmanship of
Shri R. Bhattacharya, Secretary, School Education & Literacy(SE&L), Ministry of HRD
to review the implementation of the Scheme and to suggest policy measures for
improving the implementation of the Scheme. The list of participants is enclosed as
Annexure-I.

2. Secretary(SE&L) welcomed the members of NSMC and other participants and
requested Dr. Amarjit Singh, AS(EE.I) to take agenda items for the 6"meeting of NSMC
for detailed deliberations.

3. The minutes of the 5 meeting of the NSMC were confirmed and approved by
the Commitiee.

The Additional Secretary (EE.l) presented the Action Taken Report (ATR) on the
decisions taken in the 5" meeting of NSMC held on 21% December, 2012. He stated
that after receiving the concurrence of Ministry of Finance (Department of Expenditure)
Rs. 296 crore were released to the State Governments during 2012-13 on account of
the additional cost incurred by them for procuring unsubsidized LPG cylinders. He also
stated that the States/UTs have been requested to submit the proposal for additional
requirement of funds for LPG cylinders for 2013-14. On the issue of revision of MDM
Guidelines, he informed that the revised draft has been prepared for MDM guidelines
and the same has been circulated to the States/UTs for furnishing their comments.
However, this Department has not received any comments from any State/UT. He
further stated that this issue was also discussed in the Education Secretaries meeting
held on 25" June, 2013 and the States/UTs were reminded to furnish their comments
expeditiously. He further mentioned that the newly drafted MDM Guidelines have been
shared with the experts in the area of Food safety, Community Participation & Capacity
Building, Fuel Efficiency, Social Audit and PPP in MDMS etc. for their views.

AS(EE.l) also mentioned that as per the recommendation of the NSMC, EFC memo has
been prepared and sent to different Ministries / Departments for their comments. He
further added that comments have been received from various Departments except
Planning Commission.



Secretary(SE&L), Govt. of India requested the NSMC to include the proposal for
provision of eating utensils for children under Mid Day Meal Scheme. He further added
that after approval of the NSMC, the same would be included in the EFC memo for
taking approval of the competent authority. He requested Adviser Planning Commission
for his support to the proposal. He further requested the members to share their views
on the modalities for implementation of the Scheme to cover 25% children of private
schools under MDMS. Ms. Sangeeta Singh, Principal Secretary, Govt. of Gujarat
informed that the option is open for the children to opt with or without MDM. She
suggested that funds can be provided to private school on reimbursement basis. She
further added that in the schools where canteen facility is available the meals can also
be subsidized. Ms. Bharathi Ghanshyam from Akshaya Patra informed that in United
States of America, meals are served to all children in all schools.

Dr. C. Chandra Mohan, Senior Advisor, Planning Commission advised for proper care in
identification of children from private institutions to be taken because if we have
identified that they are entitled for MDM, it will become mandatory for us to provide mid
day meal as per the National Food Security Ordinance 2013, which came into effect
from 5" July, 2013. He suggested that food package can be delivered to schools
located in urban areas and may be considered to club with private boarding schools. Dr.
Mohan further added that National Food Security Ordinance provide detailed grievance
redressal mechanism and it is applicable to Mid Day Meal Scheme. The Ministry of
HRD must utilize the benefit of this platform for redressing the grievances of the
stakeholders at various levels.

4. After the presentation of ATR on the decisions of 5" meeting of NSMC, the
agenda items for the 6" meeting of NSMC were taken up for discussion:

4.1 Main Agenda — Safety, Quality and Hygiene

The Additional Secretary (EE.I) informed about the measures taken by MHRD in the
aftermath of unfortunate incident taken place in Bihar. The detailed guidelines have
been prepared and circulated to all the States / UTs vide letter dated 22" July, 2013, to
take immediate actions on following points:

i) Setting up of an effective Management Structure at various levels.

i)  Tasting of the meal by at least one teacher before it is served to the children
iy Safe storage and supply of ingredients to schools

iv) Capacity building of cook-cum-helpers as well as inspection staff

v)  Procurement of pulses and ingredients of branded and Agmark quality and
supply to schools on the lines of Maharashtra



vi)  Awareness about Mid Day Meal Scheme

vii) Convening of District level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee meeting under
the Chairmanship of Member of Parliament from the district.

viii) Convening of regular review meeting at District level
ix) Social Audit of the Scheme on the pattern of Andhra Pradesh
x)  Testing of food samples by reputed institute

xi) Submission of Action Taken Notes on reports of the Monitoring Institutes, Joint
Review Mission etc.

xii) Need for an Emergency Medical Plan

Secretary(SE&L) requested members to share their views on agenda points. Ms.
Sangeeta Singh, Principal Secretary, Gujarat mentioned that the Gujarat Civil Supply
Corporation is supplying pulses, oil, salt etc. on quarterly basis to schools. The fortified
oil is used under Mid Day Meal Scheme. She further mentioned that Government of
Guijarat is in process of getting the food analysis of MDM to be done by the NABL labs.
She also stated that all the cook-cum-helpers engaged under MDM have been imparted
training. On community participation she said NRIs have contributed the cooking and
eating utensils in many schools. She further opined that the recent visit of Joint Review
Mission for MDM in the State has been very fruitful and given a number of very useful
recommendations on the issue of malnutrition.

Mr. Chanchalapati Dasa, Vice-President, Akshya Patra Foundation suggested that
teacher has to taste the food an hour advance. He stressed on the urgent need of
capacity building and training of cook- cum-helpers. He also emphasized the need of
greater focus on the monitoring of the MDM. He suggested for setting up of National
Mid Day Meal Authority (MDMA) at National/State/District/Block level for effective
implementation of MDM. He also stated that the issues related to Food safety are
required to be dealt very strictly. He suggested that food technologist may be engaged
for monitoring of the kitchen. Mr. Dasa has also opined that Mid Day Meal University
may be setup in each Zone on the lines of McDonald University.

Vice-President, Akshaya Patra cautioned that cooking at school level for a particular
school and cooking in centralized kitchens for number of schools is very different in
nature and. therefore, the issues related to food safety, cooking of food and hygiene efc.
differs for both methods of cooking. He, therefore, requested that there should be
separate measures and guidelines for schools based kitchens and centralized kitchens.
He also suggested for setting up of patrolling teams at various levels for monitoring of
MDMS. He also advised for exploring the possibilities of utilizing the funds available



