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Anandrao V. Patil, 1as Government of India
Additional Secretary Ministry of Education

Department of School Education & Literacy

D.O. No. 1-2/2025-PMP-5
Dated 19" September, 2025

Respected Siy|Macim,

The Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN) is a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme that provides one hot-cooked meal on every school day to
children in Government and Government-aided schools. The main objectives of
the Scheme are to improve the nutritional status of children and to encourage
them to attend school more regularly. The Scheme covers children enrolled in
Balvatika to class VIII. The Scheme covers approximately 11 crore children
enrolled in these classes in about 10.35 lakh Government and Government-aided
Schools.

2. Torealize the vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047, a comprehensive and high-
quality school meals programme is an essential building block for providing
essential nutrition to our future generation that will drive this national effort.
Accordingly, a comprehensive restructuring of PM POSHAN Scheme needs to
be undertaken for which your practical and implementable suggestions are
sought. You may recall our discussions during the meetings of Programme
Approval Board- PM POSHAN, where several States & UTs have requested for
upward revision of the honorarium to the cook-cum-helpers, and enhanced
allocation of MME etc. The Ministry will soon start the process for extension and
restructuring of the Scheme for the next cycle of the Finance Commission.

3. It may be recalled that during the PAB meetings 2025 and subsequent
review meetings all the States and UTs were requested to submit
suggestions/modifications in PM POSHAN Scheme.

4. At this juncture, suggestions and inputs from States and UTs for
improvements and modifications in the Scheme would be very useful for
preparation of a comprehensive self-explanatory Note for the Expenditure
Finance Committee (EFC) for continuation of the Scheme.
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5. The suggestions/inputs from the States & UTs will be cons.idered for
inclusion in the EFC Note to be placed before various appraisal agencies as well
as the Expenditure Finance Committee.
6.  May I request you to deliberate among all the stakeholders in the State /
UT and send suggestions to this Department by 30 September, 2025. An early

reply is highly appreciated. .
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Yours sincerely,

To

The Additional Chief Secretaries / Principal Secretaries / Secretaries Education
or the Nodal Department for implementation of PM POSHAN Scheme in States
and UTs.
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