F.No. 1-12/2018-EE.5 (MDM-1-2)
Government of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of School Education & Literacy
MDM Division
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Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated 10™ August, 2018.

Subject: Minutes of the meeting of Programme Approval Board — Mid Day Meal
Scheme in respect of GNCT of Delhi held on 13™ June, 2018.

The meeting of Programme Approval Board Mid-Day Meal to consider the Annual
Work Plan & Budget 2018-19 in respect of GNCT of Delhi was held on 13.06.2018 at New
Delhi.

B A copy of the minutes of the above meeting is enclosed for information & necessary
action.

3. The Annual Work Plan & Budget 2018-19 has the approval of Secretary (SE&L).

(Arnak Dhaki)
Under Segretary

E-mail: arnab.dhaki@nic.in

Distribution:
(As per list attached)

[. | Shri Alok Kumar, 2. Joint Secretary & Financial Advisor,
Advisor (Education), Ministry of HRD,
NITI Aayog, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi.
Yojana Bhawan, New Delhi
3. | Joint Secretary, 4. Joint Secretary (ICDS),
Ministry of Labour Ministry of Women &  Child
Shram Shakti Bhawan Development,
New Delhi. A-Wing, 6" Floor, Shastri Bhavan,
New Delhi
5. | Joint Secretary, 6. Joint Secretary,
Department of Food & Public Ministry of Rural Development,
Distribution, R.No.162, Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi.
Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi.
7. | Joint Secretary, 8. Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Nirman Bhavan, New Delhi. R.No. 722, 7" Floor,
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi.




9. | Joint Secretary, 10. Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Social Justice and Ministry of Development of North-
Empowerment, Eastern States (NER),
R.No. 609, Shastri Bhavan, Vigyan Bhavan, Annexe,
New Delhi. New Delhi — 110003.
11. | Sh. Sandeep Kumar, 12. Smt. Saumya Gupta,
Secretary(Education), Director
Govt. of National Capital Territory of GNCT of Delhi
Delhi
13. | Economic Advisor, 14. Vice Chancellor,
SE&L, NUEPA, New Delhi
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi. Sri Aurobindo Marg,
15. | Director (NCERT), 16. Dr.(Mrs.) Prema Ramachandran,
Sri Aurobindo Marg, Director,
New Delhi. Nutrition Foundation of India,
C-13, Qutab Institutional Area,
New Delhi - 110016.
17. | Shri Biraj Patnaik, 18. Shri J.H. Panwal,
Principal Advisor, Joint Technical Advisor,
Office of Supreme Court Food and Nutrition Board,
Commissioner, Ministry of Women and Child
B-68, 2™ Floor, Sarvodaya Enclave, Development,
New Delhi — 110001 R.No. 103, Jeevan Deep Building,
Parliament Street, New Delhi —
110001.
19. | Shri O.P. Dani,
Chief General Manager (Sales),
Food Corporation of India,
Barakhamba Road, New Delhi.
Copy also to:
1. PPS to Secretary(SE&L).
2. PA to Joint Secretary(EE.I).
3. Dir(GVB) / DS(RA).
4. US(RK) / US(SA) / SO(SS) / SO(ST)
5 Dr. Mridula Sirkar, Senior Consultant, MDM, TSG, Ed.CIL.
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Government of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of School Education& Literacy
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Minutes of the meeting of Programme Approval Board - Mid Day Meal (PAB-MDM)
on 13" June, 2018 — NCT of DELHI ( with Legislature)

The meeting of the Programme Approval Board-Mid-Day Meal (PAB-MDM) was held
in New Delhi on 13" June, 2018. The list of participants in the meeting is enclosed at Annexure-/.
The agenda before the PAB-MDM was:
i. To review the status and progress of the implementation of Mid-Day Meal Scheme of
NCT of Delhi.
ii. To consider the Annual Work Plan and Budget (AWP&B) 2018-19 proposal of
NCT of Delhi for MDM Scheme.

2. Mrs. Ritu Aggarwal, Deputy Secretary MDM and Member Secretary, PAB, welcomed the
members of PAB-MDM and other participants. She requested Shri V Shashank Shekhar, Joint
Secretary (EE.l), to make his opening remarks. Joint Secretary (EE.|) appreciated Delhi
Government's good practices/initiatives viz. Regular testing of Food Samples by NABL Accredited
Laboratory - FICCI Research and Analysis Center in GNCT of Delhi. Training imparted to 60 Cook-
cum-Helpers as Master trainer by FSSAI.

3. Shri Sandeep Kumar Secretary, Education, Government of NCT of Delhi could not attend PAB-
MDM meeting as he had to be present in Hon’ble High Court of Delhi. Mrs. Saumya Gupta,
Director of Education, Government of NCT of Delhi briefed the PAB about the steps taken by the
GNCT of Delhi under MDM and made a presentation on the performance of Mid-Day Meal Scheme
during 2017-18 and the initiatives taken by the GNCT of Delhi for improving the effectiveness of the
scheme along with proposals for 2018-19. Dr. Mridula Sircar, Senior Consultant, TSG-MDM also
presented an analysis of the performance of the GNCT of Delhi in the implementation of Mid-Day
Meal Scheme during 2017-18.

4, The following issues were discussed during the meeting:

4.1 Coverage of children: 62% of the enrolled children at primary stage and 63% of the enrolled
children at upper primary stage have availed MDM on an average basis during 2017-18. Joint
Secretary (EE.|) mentioned that as compared to last year, the coverage of children at primary
stage has significantly gone down to 62% from 67% which is a cause of concern. Director
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4.2

Education, Government of NCT of Delhi informed that on an average the rate of attendance of
children in schools is 70% in Delhi which is actual and real. The reason for low coverage is
long absenteeism apparently of migrant population. However, she mentioned that all children
attending schools are availing MDM daily. She further informed that there is no fake or
duplicate enrolment of children in schools of Delhi. JS (EE.1) advised the GNCT officials to
take necessary steps to enhance the coverage of enrolled children at primary and upper
primary levels. Director Education, Government of NCT of Delhi assured to take up necessary
measures to monitor the attendance and increase coverage of children under MDMS.

Testing of food samples: Joint Secretary (EE.I), mentioned that 56 tested food samples have
been found below norms and further inquired about the measures and penalties imposed upon
the service provider in case of samples found below norms. Director Education, Government
of Delhi informed that MDM in the schools of Delhi, is served by NGOs/Service Providers. The
samples of Mid Day Meal are tested by NABL Accredited Laboratory, FICCI Research and
Analysis Centre. She informed that in case of supplying substandard/contaminated meal to the
children, very prompt action is taken by the Directorate of Education against the Service
Providers such as imposing of penalty/compensation to the children/cancellation of agreement,
etc. She further informed that regular inspections are done by Ministers and senior I1AS officers
including people from civil society. Joint Secretary (EE.I), advised GNCT officers to consciously
monitor the scheme, pick up at least 10% of the samples and test in reputed labs so that safe

and nutritious food is served to children.

4.3 Delay in Release of Funds to implementing agencies: Joint Secretary (EE.), observed that

there is a delay of 3-4 months in releasing funds to implementing agencies since last three
years and also expressed concern over non release of 2™ Instalment of Central Assistance of
Rs. 3624.29 Lakh for 2017-18 due to less release of mandatory matching State share of Rs.
1636.15 Lakh. Director Education, Government of Delhi informed that during FY 2015-16, the
funding pattern of all schemes including Mid Day Meal was changed from 100% Central
Assistance to 60:40 sharing basis between Central and State. As a result GNCT of Delhi could
not release matching State share on time and the same funds were released in the next FY
2016-17. During FY 2017-18, since financial liabilities had to be cleared, hence the released
funds fell short off. She further informed that now the full and final mandatory State share has
been released. She assured that the requisite sanction order and revised expenditure
statement will be submitted soon along with the request to release their 2nd Instalment of
Central assistance pertaining to 2017-18. Joint Secretary (EE.1) advised the GNCT officers to
streamline the fund flow mechanism so that funds reach in time to the implementing agencies
for smooth implementation of MDMS.
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4.4 Social Audit. Director Education, Government of NCT of Delhi informed that process has

4.5

been initiated to engage an agency for conduct of Social Audit for Mid Day Meal Scheme. Joint
Secretary (EE.I), advised to conduct Social Audit at the earliest and share the report with
MHRD.

Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karykram (RBSK): Dr. Mridula Sircar, informed that during the year
2017-18, the health check up has been carried out for only 52% of the enrolled children.
Agency wise statistics shows that in Directorate of Education (DOE) and East MCD, the health
check up of enrolled children was less than 50%. Director, GNCT of Delhi stated that Mohalla
clinic was put in place to do the health check -up. But due to some administrative dispute within
the Government the Mohalla clinics were closed down resulting in lesser health checkups.
Another reason for lower coverage is shortage of medical staff. JS (EE.1) advised the GNCT
officials to ensure that 100% enrolled children are covered under RBSK and also share the
agency wise report after every quarter of the year with MHRD. Director Education, GNCT of
Delhi, assured to tie-up with medical staff available under Ayush Department to do the health
check-up of all enrolled children and send the report to MHRD.

4.6 Provision of safe drinking water: Joint Secretary (EE.|) observed that 2967 schools have

safe drinking water facility and 2570 schools have water filtration facility. 2151 schools have
RO water purifiers. He further observed that in most of the schools of South MCD and East
MCD, RO water purifiers are not available. The source of drinking water is Jal Board supply or
water tanks. Joint Secretary (EE.1) mentioned that water borne diseases are detrimental for
child health, hence advised the GNCT officials to ensure that all schools especially schools
under South MCD and East MCD have water filtration facility.

4.7 Honorarium to Cook —cum-Helpers.

Director Education, GNCT of Delhi, informed that MDM is served through NGOs and all cook-
cum-helpers have been engaged in the ratio of 50:50 at school and central kitchen level.
Hence, payment to cook-cum-helpers is made through NGO concerned.

4.8 Details of total NGOs and centralized kitchens engaged for MDMS:

Joint Secretary (EE.1) was informed that 53 NGOs/Service Providers from their 55 Semi
Automated kitchens have been engaged for serving Mid Day Meal. He desired that GNCT of
Delhi may share the complete profile of all NGOs working for MDMS with total number of
schools and areas allotted to them with MHRD.
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4.9 Management Monitoring and Evaluation
Dr. Mridula Sircar, informed that there is NIL Utilization of MME funds at school level. She
added that as per MDM Guidelines 50% of the funds earmarked under MME are meant for
school level utilization. Director Education, GNCT of Delhi informed that schools use funds
available under Vidyalaya Kalyan Samiti for buying soaps, registers etc and are not aware of
utilizing MME funds available at school level. She assured to send proper standing instructions
and circular to all schools for utilization of MME funds.

410 Meeting of District level Steering cum Monitoring Committee: As per the information
provided no meeting of District level Steering cum Monitoring Committee under the
chairpersonship of the District Collector has taken place in any of the 13 districts. As per MDM
guidelines at least one meeting per month should be held. JS (EE.I) expressed his concern on
this and advised the State to ensure that these meetings are held regularly every month.
Director Education, GNCT of Delhi assured to take necessary steps in this regard and issue
directions to all District Collectors to monitor the implementation of the scheme regularly.

411 Use of Millets: JS (EE.I) mentioned that Ministry of Agriculture has decided to celebrate
2018-19 as Year of nutri cereals (Millets)'. He further suggested the GNCT of Delhi to explore
the possibilities to introduce millets or any other traditional locally available nutritional grains in
Mid Day Meal Scheme.

412 Data Entry on MIS-Web Portal: Joint Secretary (EE.l), observed mismatch in the data
submitted through AWP&B and the data entered in the MDM-MIS web portal. He advised the
UT officials to develop a mechanism to ensure accuracy and quality of the data entry in MDM-
MIS. Director Education, GNCT of Delhi assured to send the State level MIS team to MHRD to
check the mis-match and reconcile the data.

4.13  District wise data in AWP&B not provided as per MHRD AWP&B formats.

Dr. Mridula Sircar informed that only GNCT of Delhi is providing information on the
performance of the MDM scheme agency wise. There are 6 agencies viz, DOE, 3MCDs,
NDMC and Delhi Cantonment Board. Rest all other States/UTs are providing district wise
information as per MHRD AWP&B formats. However, NCT of Delhi is providing district wise
information on MIS-MDM Web Portal and on Automated Monitoring System. Director
Education, GNCT of Delhi assured to correct the reporting system and provide data as per
MHRD AWP&B formats.
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414 Automated Monitoring System (AMS): It was observed that North MCD, South MCD,
East MCD and DCB are not feeding daily beneficiary data in dashboard of Automated
Monitoring System (AMS). On an Average only 50% schools have reported during the Year
2017-18. Director Education, GNCT of Delhi informed that the schools of DOE are only
reporting on AMS at present. She further informed that Tech Mahindra, their IT vendor, had
some legal issues with State Government which resulted in non reporting of data. However the
issue is now resolved. She assured to make all efforts to report the data of all the schools
regularly in AMS.

4.15 Ayushman Bharat: Joint Secretary (EE.I) mentioned about the importance of School Health
component of recently launched programme of Ayushman Bharat. Dr Anindita Shukla, Senior
Consultant, TSG-MDM, informed that under Ayushman Bharat, identified school teachers will
be trained as 'Health and Wellness Ambassadors’ who in turn will train the school children on
Yoga & Meditation, health & hygiene, cleanliness and adolescent issues etc. She further added
that provision of water purification systems of appropriate technology, Yoga & Meditation and
provision of sanitary napkins for girl child in the schools are very important components in the
service delivery part of School Health Component of Ayushman Bharat. Funds are also
available in the programme of Menstrual Hygiene Programme of Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare. JS (EE.l) advised the State to coordinate the efforts in this regard with the concerned
departments and share the status with Dr Anindita Shukla.

4.16  Kitchen Garden: Director Education, GNCT of Delhi informed that there is no adequate
space in the schools to develop kitchen gardens. Joint Secretary (EE.I) advised to set up
kitchen gardens in schools in rural areas of Delhi where land is available. He further suggested
that Horticulture Department, Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVK) etc. may also be roped in for this
purpose.

4.17 Additional Request of GNCT of Delhi
GNCT of Delhi informed that in order to improve the nutritional indices of growing children,

following proposals are under process in Directorate of Education viz, Providing Mid Day Meal
to the girl students of class 9" to 12" and providing bananas twice/thrice a week as a
supplement with MDM. Director, Education GNCT of Delhi requested MHRD to issue
directions to FCI to provide Fair Average Quality(FAQ) rice for the above purpose on the
subsidized rates as applicable for MDMS.
5 PAB-MDM approvals for the year 2018-19

It was clarified that the quantification of resources is only an estimate for release of Central
Assistance during 2018-19 under the MDM Scheme. The MDM Guidelines provide that every
child attending an eligible institution is to be covered under the Scheme and shall be served



458867/2018/MDM-1-2 Section

mid-day meal on all school days. In case the NCT of Delhi finds that the average number of

children availing mid-day meal and/or if the working days are more than the approved numbers

by PAB-MDM, they may approach the GOI at any time with justification for additional Central

Assistance.

After discussions with officials of NCT of Delhi and based on the performance during 2017-18

the PAB-MDM approved the following number of children, number of school days etc. for

quantifying the Central assistance for NCT of DELHI
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~ 5 | GNCT of Delhi’s Proposals and PAB -MDM Approvals for 2018-19

1 Institutions

1.1 | Primary 1740 1737 1787
1.2 | Upper Primary 1237 1236 1236
2 Children
2.1 | Primary 674099 937978 612604
2.2 | Upper Primary 417013 674317 451700
2.3 | NCLP 0 0 0

3 Working Days
3.1 | Primary 210 210 210
3.2 | Upper Primary 220 220 220
3.3 | NCLP 0
4 Cook cum Helper
41 | Primary Reduction of
42 | Upper Primary g Sffpﬁfa'ffi?‘i L
19036

5 Drought
5.1 [ Children (Pry) 0 0
52 | Children (U Pry) 0 0
5.3 | Working days 0 0 0
5.4 | Cook-cum-helpers 0 0 0

6 Non Recurring

6.1 | Kitchen cum Store NIL NIL NIL
6.2 | Kitchen Devices NIL NIL NIL
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6.3 | Kitchen Devices (Replacement) NIL NIL NIL
T Central Assistance (Rs in Lakh)
71 Regular Rs. 9143.53 Lakh | Rs. 13126.40 Lakh | Rs. 9082.52 Lakh
7.2 | Drought 0 0 0
7.3 Kitchen cum Store 0 0 0
74 Kitchen Devices 0 0 0
o5 Kitchen Devices (Replacement) ¢ 0 0
7.6 | Grand Total Rs. 9143.53 Lakh | Rs. 13126.40 Lakh | Rs. 9082.52 Lakh

6. The GNCT of Delhi is advised to disseminate the approvals of the resources to all the field

functionaries in the NCT of Delhi and districts so as to enable all the eligible institutions to ensure

that every child attending an eligible school must be served hot cooked midday meals on all school

days irrespective of the approvals of PAB-MDM.

7. The quantification of central assistance of Rs. 9082.52 Lakh has been done as per existing norms

on the basis of number of children and working days approved by PAB-MDM for the year 2018-19.

The Component- wise approval of funds for 2018-19 is enclosed at Appendix-1.
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