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of state Government of Gujarat under pM posHAN scheme for 2oz2-23.

The meeting of Programme Approval Board-Pradhan Mantri poshan Shakti Nirman
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Government of India
Ministry of Education

Depaftment of School Education & Literacy
*x*x***

Minutes of the meeting of Programme Approval Board held on 2z.Oz.z}22to consider the Annual work plan & euaget (AWP&B) zoiz-zg of pM
POSHAN Scheme for the State of Gujarat.

The meeting of the Programme Approval Board-pM posHAN (pAB-pM posHAN) washeld in New Delhi through video conferencing on 22.02.2022 under theChairpersonship of Ms. Anita Kanrual, Secretary, Department of School Education &Literacy, Government of India. The list or participants in the meeting is enclosedat Annexure-f,

The agenda before the pAB-pM pOSHAN was:

i' To review the status and progress of the imptementation of pM posHAN
Scheme in the State of Gujaratii' To consider the Annual work Plan and Budget (AWP&B) 2022-23 proposal ofGujarat for pM POSHAN Scheme.

2' secretary DosEL, welcomed the members of pAB-pM posHAN and madeopening remarks. She mentioned that the Union Cabinet has approved thecontinuation of scheme for the five year period i.e. 2021-22 to 2025-26 and alsorenamed it as Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (pM posHAN)- she atso briefedabout the new initiatives and emphasized that interventions of school NutritionGardens, Tithi Bhojan and Social Audit are focus areas and are packaged andpositioned as special nutritional interyentions. Highlighting the importance ofmonitoring, she further stated that it has been decided to involve students ofeminent Universities / Institutions and also trainee teachers of District Institute ofEducation Training and Regional Institutes of Education, for enhanced monitoring ofimplementation of scheme at field level. She reiterit.o tnut provision of hot cooked
me.als has significant effect on schoot participation. in both enhanced enrollment aswell as improved regular attendance of clrildren in schools thereby substantiallycontributing towards reduction in drop-out rates. She also empniited upon theimportance of hot cooked meals in schools in removing social barriers, as childrenfrom various social backgrounds learn to sit together and share a common meal. Itwas further highlighted that the gender gap in ichool participation tenos to narrow,
as the Scheme helps erode the birriers ttiai prevent giils from going io rchool.
JS (EE'I) appreciated State Government's good praiticesTinitiatives viz. provision ofadditional food items viz sukhdi, setting u-p of School Nutrition Gardens in 24852schools and provision of additional 60 kg (per term 30 kg) food gaini (15 kg wheat,15 kg Rice) to the tribal girl students who'complete 70yo attenoince in tne primary
schools under'Anna sangam yojana'of state Government.

3' - Principal Secretary, Govt. of Gujarat briefed the pAB about the performanceof Scheme in the State during 2o2L-22 and the initiatives taken by the State
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Government for improving the effectiveness of the scheme. commissioner (pMPoSHAN)' Govt' of Gujar5t made a presentation on the proposats under AnnualWork Plan and Budget (AWP&B) ZO2Z_23.

4' Review of performance during 202r-22(0r.04.2021 to gt.rz.zo2r)
4.t Coverage of children:

4'l'l Average number of children covered under the scheme withreference to enrolment:

The State has enrotlment of 33.76lakh children in primary and tg.76lakh children inupper primary' out of these on an average basis Food security Allowance has beenprovided to 32'16 lakh childr.n (?_52.] in primi.v and 18.48 tim cnitoren (93o/o) inupper primary during the year 2O2L_22.

4'l'2 Average number of chirdren covered under the scheme withreference to pAB-pM POSHAN Approval:
ThePAB-PM PoSHAN has approved 26.54lakh children at primary and 15.12 lakhchildren at upper primary level. state has provideo iood security Allowance to 32.16lakh children (L2Lo/o) in primary and rB.4B lakh chir-dren (L22o/o) in upper primaryagainst PAB approval during the first thr.. qri,t.ri of 2021- 22.Therlefore, state hassubmitted proposal seeking approval or additional number of children covered overand above the pAB approval for 2O2l_22.

comments of PAB: PAB expressed satisfaction over coverage of children in theState' PAB further advised the state to submit the proposal complete in all respectsseeking approval for additional number of childrei covered over and above pAB
approval for 202L-22. Further Secretary (SE&L) advised the State to ensure dataparity with UDISE+ data.

4.2 School Working Days:
state has covered !41 days against the approvar of r73 days.
Comments of pAB: pnB noted the information.

4.3 PFMS - Fund Flow Mechanism

The payments of honorarium to CCHs and Cooking Cost are being made through
Centralized Payment System directly into Bank Accor]nts. Further state informed thatthe-y have completed.atmost all procedures to implement the new system for releaseof funds in line with the revised procedure prer.rib.d by Departr.nl oi rxpenaiture,
Ministry of Finance, Govt. of India. Training for capacity building of staff was atso
held.

Comments of PAB: PAB advised the State to imptement the new system forrelease of funds in line with the revised procedure prescribed by Department ofExpenditure, Ministry of Finance, Govt. of India. pAB further advised the state toensure that all requisite provisions of PFMS are followed to enable timely release ofcentral assistance and smooth implementation of scheme at all levels.
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4.4 Management Monitoring and Evaluation (MME):

State has reported utilization of 27o/o of the funds under MME head during 2o2L-22.
Comments of PAB: PAB emphasized on the importance of monitoring andawareness generation for better implementation of the scheme and advised theState to ensure full and optimal utilization of the funds under MME. State was alsoadvised to ensure display of entitlements of children in all schools and carry outappropriate IEC activities for awareness generation.
4.5 Engagement of cook-cum-Herpers (ccH) and honorarium
PAB-PM PoSHAN has approved 96329 cook-cum-he_tpers to be engaged during202t-22 in the State, the state has engaged all gil32g coot<-cum-n"i'p.". state isproviding an additional amount or ni o-"oo p.i cln per month from its ownresources.

comments of fAB: PAB appreciated the additional contribution made by the statetowards honorarium to CCH.

4'6 Kitchen-cum-stores (construction as wefl as repair):
central assistance of Rs. 23203.15 Lakh has been released for constructio n of 25077Kitchen-cum-stores. As on 3L.L2.2021, constructLn has been completed for all25077 Kitchen-cum-stores.

comments of PAB: PAB appreciated the steps taken by the state Government.
4.7 Kitchen Devices (new as well as replacement):
central assistance of Rs. 1677 lakh has been released towards procurement of33540 units of kitchen devices during 2006-07 toiozt-22. The Sta[e has repoftedthat all 33540 units of kitchen deviceihave been procured.

central assistance of Rs. L4g3.4o lakh has been released towards replacement of29868 units of kitchen devices during 2ooo-07 to iozt-22. The state has reportedthat all 29868 units of kitchen deviceihave been procured.

comments of PAB: PAB appreciated the steps taken by the state Government.
4.8 School Nutrition (Kitchen) Gardens:

State has developed School Nutrition Gardens in 248s2 schools out of 32545schools' students, teachers and cook-cum-rrelpers take care of kitlhen garden.
Vegetables such as brinjar, drum stick, tomato, cucumber, pumpkin, carrot, greenmirchi, cauliflower, cabbage etc are grown in kitchen gardens, and are used in thepreparation of meals.

Comments of PAB: PAB advised the State to make concerted efforts fordevelopment of School Nutrition Gardens in all schools. state may develop schootnutrition gardens in remaining schoots in convergence with local Krishi VigyanKendras, Agriculture Dept ano Horticulture D€.6t etc. The funds availableunder MNREGS of Department of Rural Devetopm"nt fo, ceftain etigibie components
may also be utilized in convergence with them.

Minutes of meeting of pAB-pM POSHAN for Gujarat held on ZZ.OZ,ZOZ}
Page 3 of 15



4.9 community participation - Tithi Bhojan or similar practices
Gujarat is the pioneer state to initiate the concept of Tithi Bhojan to encouragecommunity participation and enable the donors, villagers and teichers to provide
special food on the occasion of their Birthdays, innirdrsar6;;.d N;tional holidaysetc.

comments of PAB: secretary (sE&L) emphasized the importance of communityparticipation in better implementation of the scheme. she further added that TithiBhojan is a wonderful way to transform the community involvement and communityownership of scheme into 'JAN ANDOLAN'. She advised the State to try to conductsuch activities at-least once in a month in each school. pAB appre.Lt.o the effortsof state and advised to fufther promote the initiative.
4.10 Additional food items:
State is providin g sukhdi a sweet made of wheat flour, jaggery and ghee to all thechildren once a week and milk in 12 districts from its own resources.
comments of PAB: PAB appreciated the provision of sukhdiand milk from state,sown resources.

4.ll Testing of meals :

state reported that testing of mears courd not be undertaken.
comments of PAB: PAB advised, the state to carry out the testing of the samplesof dry rations to.check their quality and nutritionat contents.i..-tt.riorgh NABL /FSSAI Accredited taboratories across-the state, ai-envisaged in scheme guidelines.
4'12 Training of cook-cum-Helpers and other capacity building activities:
All the ccH were trained through BISAG during the current flnanciat year.

comments of PAB: State was advised- to organize refresher training programmesfor all the cook-cum-Helpers, whenever feasibl6, considering the pandemic situation.
4.13 Data Entry on pM POSHAN-MIS Web portat:
PM POSHAN-MIS portal captures information on critical indicators of scheme. Theannual data entry module captures master data on availability of kitchen-cum-stores,kitchen devices, number of cook-cum-helpers engigeo, mode of cooking etc. Themonthly data entry module captures data on nimoer of days Meal was serued;number of meals serued, honorarium paid to cook-cum-helpers 

"ngag.o, 
number ofchildren received IFA tablets, number of children screeneo unJei Rashtriya BalSwasthya Karyakram (RBSK) etc. The State has completed annual data entry for99% schools and monthry data entry for 85% schoors in the MIS portar.

Comments of PAB: PAB advised the State to ensure completion of 100o/o dataentry within the prescribed time frame.

4-14 status of implementation of Automated Monitoring system (AMS):

During 202L-22, no schools furnished entries under AMS.

comments of PAB: PAB advised the state to ensure l0oo/o information submissionon all working days under AMS.
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4.15 Centralized kitchens:
Centralized kitchens have been engaged for providing meal to about 7.6 lakh
children in 3500 schools in 9 districts.

Comments of PAB: PAB advised the State to adhere to the extant guidelines forengaging Civil Society Organizations / Non-Government Offiizations in the
Scheme.

4.16 Social Audit:
Government of Gujarat has initiated the process to conduct social audit of pM
POSHAN scheme with the help Mahatma Gandhi Labour Institute in 60 schools of 3districts namely Narmada, Dahod and patan.

Comments of PAB: PAB advised the state to conduct sociat audit in all districts.state was also a!v]|e-o to take appropriate measures for display oi entilements ofchildren under PM POSHAN at a piominent place easily visible to public in all schools.State was also advised to undertake awareness generation activities.

4'17 Provision of Meals or Food Security Allowance during closure ofschools due to COVID-l9
The state informed that food-grains and pulses were provided to all children as FoodSecurity Allowance during closure of schools and hot cookeO meals shall be resumedfrom last week of February.

Comments of PAB: Secretary (SE&L) informed that Govt. of India has issueddetailed guidelines for.reopening of schools and resumption of hot cooked meals inschools and further advised the State to follow these guidelines for resumption ofhot cooked meals in schools. Also take all precautionary measures and special carewhile maintaining social distancing and Covid appropriate behavior as advised by therespective Disaster Management Authority.

5. component wise proposals and pAB-pM posHAN Approvats
5.1 Coverage of children
State Government has proposed to cover 33,76,772 children in primary classes,t8,76,965 children in upper primary classes,'SO,OOO children in Balvatika on anaverage basis during 2022-23.

Approval of PAB: After detailed discussions, PAB-pM POSHAN approved theproposals of State Government to cover 32,35,2gL children in primary classes,
L8,61,0L7 children in upper primary classes, sd,ooo children in Balvatika on an
average basis during 2022-23.

5.2 Coverage of Working Days

State Government has proposed to serue hot cooked meats on 246 days in primary,
upper primary and Balvatika during 2O2Z-23.
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