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Government of India
Ministry of Education

Department of School Education& Literacy
++:i***

Minutes of the meeting of Programme Approval Board held on 21.04.2022 to consider the
Annual work PIan & Budget (Awp&B) 2022-23 ol pM posHAN scheme for the U.T. of
A&N Islands.

The meeting of the Programme Approval Board-pM posHAN (pAB-pM posHAN) was held in
New Delhi through video conferencing on 21.04.2022. The list of participants in the meeting is
enclosed, at Annexure-l.

The agenda before the PAB-POSHAN was-

To review the status and progress of the implementation of pM posIrAN Scheme in the
U.T. of A&N Islands.
To consider the Annual work Plan and Budget (Awp&B) 2022-23 proposal of U.T. of
A&N Islands for PM POSHAN Scheme.

2. secretary DoSEL, welcomed the members of pAB-pM posHAN and made opening
remarks. She mentioned that the Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of scheme for the
five year period i.e. 2021-22 to 2025-26 and also renamed it as Pradhan Mantri poshan Shakti
Nirman (PM POSHAN). She also briefed about the new initiatives and emphasized that
interventions of School Nutrition Gardens, Tithi Bhojan and Social Audit are focus areas and are
positioned as special nutritional interventions. Highlighting the importance of monitoring, she
further stated that it has been decided to involve students of eminent Universities / Institutions and
also trainee teachers of District lnstitutes of Education Training and Regional Institutes of
Education, for enhanced monitoring of implementation of scheme at field level. She reiterated that
provision of hot cooked meals has significant effect on school participation in terms of enhanced
enrollment as well as improved regular attendance of children in schools thereby substantially
contributing towards reduction in drop out rates. She also emphasized upon the role of hot cooked
meals in schools in removing social barriers as children from various social backgrounds leam to sit
together and share a common meal. lt was further highlighted that the gender gap in school
participation tends to narrow, as the Scheme helps erode the barriers that prevent girls Ilom going
to school.

3' Subsequently JS (EE.I) appreciated the UT Govemment's good practices/initiatives viz.
ur Administration is making additional contribution in cooking cost: Rs. 6 per child per day in
both Primary & Upper Primary levels from uTs own resources. UT is providing boiled egg thrice
a week & banana twice a week to children of pre-primary upto Upper-primary as supplementary
nutrition from UT's owr resources. FIFO method is adopted for using ingredients for pM
POSHAN. All 721 Cook -cum -Helpers have bank accounts and are paid honorarium through their
accounts only. It is mandatory for all cook-cum-Helpers to get themselves medically examined on
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monthly basis etc. while also pointing out the issues; Social Audit under PM POSHAN has not

been initiated yet in spite of repeated requests, there is a delay of2 to 3 months in transfer of funds

upto schools, the coverage of children under PM POSHAN was very low (6670) during 3rd

Quarter (Strict Monitoring required). There is very low utilization (55%) of Food Grains upto

December 2021. Only 53% children have been covered under Health Check up hogramme.

Testing of food samples has never been done in the UT. There is no dedicated Structure for smooth

implementation of PM PosHAN in the UT. There is NIL data entry in AMS. Out of 251

sanctioned Kitchen-cum-stores in the year 2013-14, UT has constructed 169 Kitchen-Cum-Stores

(67YQ upto 2021 and constructed 36 Kitchen-Cum-Stores from its own resources. 44 Kitchen-Cum-

Stores are yet to be constructed.

Director to Govt. Department of Education, UT of A&N Islands, briefed the PAB about the

performance of the Scheme in the UT during first three quarters of 2021-22 (01'04.2021 to

31.12.2021) and made the presentation on the proposals in Annual work Plan and Budget

(AWP&B)2022-23.

4. Review of Performance dwing202l'22 (01'04'2021 lo 3l'12'2021)

4.1 Coverageofchildren:

4.1.1 Average number of children availed PM POSHAN vis-A-vis enrolmetrts

The U.T. of A&N Islands has enrollment of 15583 children in Primary and 12339 children in upper

himary.outoftheseonanaveragebasisFoodSecurityAllowancehasbeenprovidedtol300T
children(83.5%)inPrimaryandg833children(79.7Yo)inUpperhimaryduingtheyear202l-22.

4.L.2 Average number of children availed PM POSHAN vis-l-vis PAEPM POSHAN

Approval:

ThePAB.PMPoSHANhasapproved156g0childrenatPrimaryaldl232SchildrenatUpper
primary level. UT of A&N Iiiands informed that due to closure of schools during COVID

pandemic, all enrolled children were eligible for Food Security Allowance. Against these on an

averagebasisl300Tchildren(82.9yo)inPrimaryandg833children(79.8%)inUpperPrimaryhave
been covered under the scheme during the year 2021'22'

comments of PAB: PAB expressed concem Over non coverage of remaining 18.5% children and

advisedtheUTtomakeeffortstocoverallenrolledchildrenunderPMPoSHANscheme.

4.2 School Working DaYs:

PAB has approved 153 days in Primary and 153 in Upper Primary to be covered during first three

qrurteo oi 20zt-22, the llT has reported coverage of 150 working days in Primary as well as

Upper Primary.

Comments of pAB: pAB raised concern over the non covemge of 3 working days at both Primary

as well as Upper Primary stage and advised the UT to make efforts to cover all days as approved

under the scheme.
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4.3 PFM$ Fund Flow Mechanism

A&N Istands being UT without legislature is exempted from implementation of New system of
Financial Management in terms of sl. No. 24 of OM dated 23.03.2021. However, PM-POSHAN

scheme is implemented through EAT module of PFMS and the status has been duly communicated

to Ministry of Education.

Comments of PAB: PAB advised the UT to ensure that all requisite provisions of PFMS (EAT

Model) are followed to enable timely release of central assistance and corresponding UT share for

smooth implementation of scheme at all levels.

4.4 Management Monitoring and Evaluation (MME):

UT has reported utilization of 10% of the funds under MME head during the first thrce quarters of
2O2l-22. U.T. of A&N Islands mentioned that due to pandemic all schools were closed hence the

school level expenditure could not be done. UT assured to utilize MME funds for conducting social

audi! raining ofCook-cum-Helpers, monitoring ofthe scheme etc.

Comments of PAB: PAB emphasizing on the importance of monitoring and inspection for better

implementation of the scheme advised for setting up of (PMU) Project Monitoring Unit at the tlT
level and in the Islands under MME component. UT was also advised for documentation of
innovative practices, display of entitlements ofchildren in all schools etc

4.5 Engagement of Cook-cum-Ilelpers (CCH) and honorarium:

PAB-PM POSIIAN has approved 721 Cook-cum-Helpers to be engaged during 2021-22. The UT

has engaged all approved number of 721 cook-cum-Helpers. In the uT, it is mandatory for all

cook-cum-Helpers to wear headgears, aprons, hand gloves and to get themselves medically

examined on monthly basis.

Comments of PAB: PAB noted the information and appreciated the mandatory provision

regarding CCH.

4.6 Kitchen-cum-Stores (Construction as well as repair):

251 Kitchen-Cum-Stores were sanctioned in 2013-14. Out of251, UT has constructed 169 Kitchen
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pAB advised the UT ofA &N Islands to have a dedicated Management Structure such as creation

of Project Monitoring Unit (PMI-) in the UT level and Island levels for proper supervision and

monitoring under MME component. The UT level PMU may comprise of finance expert, nutrition

and health expert, programme coordinators, data analyst and entry operators. The district PMU may

comprise of programme coordinator, data analyst and data entry operator. These professionals

could be hired on outsourcing basis. This will help in smooth coordination as well as better and

effective implementation of the scheme in the UT of A& N Islands. The funds under MME

component are available for the purpose which may be utilized.



-Cum-stores till 2021. T'he remaining Kitchen -Cum-stores are 251-169:82 Kitchen-Cum-Stores.

Out of82, UT has dropped 2 Kitchen-Cum-stores from the proposal and submitted fresh Proposal

for 80 Kitchen-Cum-Stores. Accordingly the Ministry of Education released Rs.3.62 crores for

construction of the balance of 80 Kitchen cum Stores during 2019-20. However, the UT didn't

withdraw this amount during 2019-20 and as such, the same got lapsed. During 2020-21 and 2021'

22, the IJT Administration requested the Ministry for release of Rs.3.62 crores afresh or

revalidation ofthe funds for construction of 80 Kitchen cum Stores'

However as per the AWP&B 2022-23, in AT-l l, UT has shown, that in the mean time 36 Kitchen-

cum-stores have been constructed by the UT from their own resources through convergence .

The (sanctioned) 80-36(Constnrcted through convergence) =44 Kitchen-cum-Stores. The UT is

advised to submit fresh proposal for 44 Kitchen-cum-Stores. This Ministry has issued letter dated

2lthJan2l22requestingtheUTtosubmittheproposalforreleaseoffundsforremainingKitchen
{um.StoresinthePAB2022-23alongwithUndertakingofUtilizationoffundswithin12months
. UT has neither submitted the proposal nor the undertaking and the same is awaited from UT side'

TheUTofA&NlslandsinformedthatthereisatypingerrorintheAT.llSheetofAWP&B2022.
23, the total Kitchen-Cum-Stores made through convergence is only 4 and not 36' The UT

requestedtheMinistrytogivethemtimesothatfigurescanbereconciledattheirendandcorrect
number of Kitchen-Cum-stores constructed through convergence may be intimated to the Ministry'

pAB raised serious concem over non withdrawal of GOI funds by the UT on time and suggested

theUT,toreconcilethefiguresandsubmitthefreshproposalforconstructionofKitchen.cum.
Stores or surrender the funds along with interest'

CommentsofPAB:PABadvisedtheUTofA&Nlslandstoreconciletherequirementofthetotal
units to be constnrcted and submit the fresh proposal to the Ministry' PAB further advised the LT

toutilizethefundswithintimeassoonasreleasedforconstructionofKitchen.cum-Storesand
funds should not laPse.

4.7 Kitchen Devices (new as well as replacement):

Central assistance of Rs. 11.30 lakhs has been released towards procurement of 226 units of

KitchenDevicesduring2006.07to2019.20.TheUTofA&Nlslandshasreportedthata]l|226
unitsofKitchenDeviceshavebeenprocured.CentralassistanceofRs.6.35lakhshasbeen
releasedtowardsreplacementofl2TunitsofKitchenDevicesduring2006-07to2021-22.TheUT
ofA& N Islands has reported that all 127 units of Kitchen Devices have been procured'

Comments of PAB: PAB appreciated the efforts of the UT'

4.8 School Nutrition (Kitchen) Gardens:

TheUTofA&Nlslandsinformedthatinall333schools,schoolNutrition(Kitchen)Gardenshave
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been developed under the programme called as "Mera School Meri Bagiya" C&f qA *tt
qfiI+i with an objective to ensure access to healthy diet with adequate macro and micronutrients at

door-steps. The products ofthe School Nutrition (Kitchen) Gardens are being utilized for preparing
meals for the students. Kitchen Gardens are developed and maintained through funds available
under Eco Club intervention of Samagra Shiksha.

Comments of PAB: PAB appreciated the efforts of developing very beautiful Kitchen Gardens in
the UT and advised the UT to share the HD photos so that it may be documented and further
advised the UT to make concerted efforts for maintenance of School Nutrition Gardens in all
schools in convergence with local Krishi Vigyan Kendras, Agriculture Dept and Horticulture
Dept etc. The funds available under MNREGA of Department of Rural Development for certain
eligible components may also be utilized in convergence with them.

4.9 Community Participation - Tithi Bhojan or similar practices

UT has adopted the concept of Tithi bhojan. Participation of community members in Tithi Bhojan
improves the rapport between school and community. However, apart from mealq UT
Administration is providing Supplementary Nutrition from its own resources.

Comments of PAB: PAB advised the UT to make more efforts to involve community in this
unique scheme under PM POSHAN. It is also requested to record details both in kind as well as in
value of the contributions. Secretary (SE&L) emphasized the importance of community
participation in better implementation of the scheme. She further added that Tithi Bhojan is a
wonderful way to transform the community involvement and community ownership of scheme into
'JAN ANDOLAN'. She advised the State to make efforts to conduct such activities at least once in
a month in each school.

4.10 Additional Food Items:

4.11 Testing of meals :

UT of A&N Islands informed that there is no accredited lab for testing of Food samples in the UT,
due to which the testing of Food samples could not be done. However directions have being issued

from time to time to all concemed to ensure that quality food is being served to the students.
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UT of A&N Islands informed that apart from regular meals under PM POSHAN scheme,

additional food items are being provided in the form of One Boiled egg per day per child thrice in
a week @ Rs. 8 (approx.) per day per child and Banana l5Ognrs per day per child twice in a week.

@ Rs. 8.00 (approx.) per day per child from UT's own budget.

Comments of PAB: PAB appreciated the efforts of the UT.



4.13 Data Entry on PM POSIIAN-MIS Web Portal:

pM POSHAN -MIS portal captures information on critical indicators of PM Poshan Scheme' The

Annual data entry module captures master data on availability of Kitchen-cum-Stores, Kitchen

Devices, number of Cook-cum-Helpers engaged, mode of cooking etc' The Monthly data entry

module captures data on number of days PM POSHAN was served; number of meals served'

honorarium paid to Cook-cum-Helpers engaged, number of children received IFA tablets, number

of children screened under Rashtritya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) etc' The UT has

completed Annual data entry for 100% schools and Monthly data entry for 100% in the

MIS portal.

CommentsofPAB:PAB-PMPosHANappreciatedtheeffortsofU.T.ofA&Nlslandsfor
completing all data entries Annual as well as Monthly in the web Portal upto December 2021 and

Inspections of school kitchens are being conducted by higher officials of Education Department

periodicalty. UT assured to get the food samples tested fiom Govemment Hospital in A&N Islands

or may explore the facility available at Chennai duing 2022'23.

Comments of PAB: PAB advised the U.T. of A&N Islands to get Food samples tested in the

facilities available in the adjoining States or any other suitable facility available in the uT.

4.L2 Training of Cook-cum-Helpers and other capacity building activities: 
-

The UT of A&N-Islands does not hive any designated Food craft Institutes (FCI) for imparting

training to Cook - cum - Helpers. However, efforts will be taken to train the Cook - Cum -

Helpers through Hotel Management Division of Dr. B. R' Ambedkar Institute of Technology,

Port Blair during the next financial year'

Comments of PAB: PAB advised the UT to organize training programmes for all the Cook-cum-

Helpers.

advised the UT to maintain the consistency and accuracy ofthe data'

4.L4 Status of implementation of Automated Monitoring System (AMS):

Duing 2021-22 entries under AMS could not be made because schools remained closed due to

coviipandemic and dry ration was distributed. Schools were opened in the month of septemhr

2021 only.

CommentsofPAB:PABnotedthereasonsandadvisedtheUTtoensurel00%submissionof
information on all working days under AMS when schools are opened'

4.15 CentrelizedKitchens:

There is no Centralized Kitchen available in the U'T' of A&N Islands'

Comments of PAB: PAB noted the information'
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4.16 Social Audit:

In the U.T. of A&N Islands, Social Audit has never been conducted so far inspite of repeated

requests on all forums; neither the UT has submitted the Annual Action Plan for conducting

Social Audit for FY 2022-23.lt was informed that during 2021-22, all schools were closed due

to Covid l9 pandemic.

JS (EE.l) raised concem over non conduct ofsocial audit in the UT and informed that as per the

directions from the Ministry of Expenditure it is mandatory to conduct Social Audit of PM

POSHAN scheme in all schools on regular basis and to take corrective measurcs in case of
deficiencies pointed out. JS (EE.D advised A&N Islands to utilize the resources of the RD

department ofthe UT and conduct Social Audit ofthe PM POSHAN scheme at the earliest and

inform the Ministry.

Comments of PAB:

PAB advised UT of A&N Islands to conduct Social Audit of the PM POSHAN Scheme at the

earliest as now all schools are open and share the report with the Ministry. As per PM POSHAN

guidelines Social Audit is to be conducted in all the schools in a phased manner by utilizing

MME tunds.

4,17 Provision of PM Poshan Scheme or Food Security Allowance during closure of
schools due to Covid-Ig

In view of pandemic Covid-I9, Food Security Allowance has been provided to all the students

covered under scheme during the session 2021-22. Prescribed quantity of raw rice was given to all

the students on monthly basis and cooking cost was transfened into the bank accounts of the

students i.e. Raw rice as per norms i.e. @100 grams per child / day for Primary students and @150
grms. per child / day for Upper Primary students and cooking cost @Rs. 4.971- per child/day for

Primary and @Rs.7.45/- per child / day for Upper Primary students. In addition to this Rs. 6/- per

child per day under UT contribution is also transferred directly into the bank accounts of himary
and Upper Primary students.

Comments of PAB: PAB informed that Govt. of India has issued detailed guidelines for reopening

of schools and resumption of hot cooked meals in schools and further advised the UT to follow

these guidelines for resumption ofhot cooked meals in schools. It was further advised that the UT
needs to take all precautionary measures and special care while maintaining social distancing and

covid appropriate behavior as advised by the respective Disaster Management Authorities.

5, Component wise Proposals and PAEPM POSHAN Approvals

5.1 Coverageofchildren

UT of A&N Islands has proposed to cover 3075 children in Bal Vatika, 15583 children in
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Primary classes and 12339 children in Upper Primary classes during 2022-23 i.e FtuJ.l Enrollment.

Approval of PAB: After detailed discussionq PAB-PM POSHAN approved to cover 3075

children in Bal Vatika, 13838 children in Primary classes and 11643 children in Upper Primary

classes on an average basis during 2022-23.

5.2 Coverage of Working Days

UT of A&N Islands has proposed to serve PM POSHAN for 222 days in Bal Vatik4 222 days in

Pnmary and 222 days in Upper Primary schools during 2022-23.

Approval of PAB: Following the discussions, PAB-PM POSHAN approved the proposal ofthe
UT to serve PM POSHAN for 222 days in Bal Vatikq 222 days in Primary and 222 days in
Upper Primary schools during 2022-23.

5.3 Cook-cum-Helpers(CCH)

U.T. ofA&N Islands has proposed to engage 298 Cook-cum-Helpers in Primary and423 in Upper

himary, total 72 I Cook-cum-Helpers under PM POSHAN Scheme dwing 2022-23 .

Approval of PAB: Following the discussions, PAB-PM POSHAN approved the proposal ofthe
UT to engage 298 Cook-cum-Helpers in Primary and 423 Cook-cum-Helpers in Upper Primary

under PM POSHAN Scheme during 2022-23.

5.4 Drought

Drought has not been notified in the U.T. of A&N Islands.

Approval of PAB: Not Applicable

5.5 Construction and repair of Kitchen-cum-Stores

The UT of A&N Islands informed that there is a typing enor in the AT-11 Sheet of AWP&B 2022-

23, the total Kitchen-cum-stores made through convergence is only 4 and not 36. The UT

requested the Ministry to give them time so that figures can be reconciled at their end and correct

number of Kitchen-cum-Stores constnrcted through convergence may b€ intimated to the Ministry'

PAB raised serious concem over non withdrawal of GOI funds by the UT on time and suggested

the UT to reconcile the figures and submit the fresh proposal for construction of Kitchen-cum-

Stores.

Approval ofPAB: Following the discussions, PAB approved the request of the UT and advised the

UT of A&N Islands to reconcile the correct requirement of the total units to be constructed and

submit the fresh proposal to the Ministry. PAB further advised the UT to utilize the funds within

time as soon as released for construction of Kitchen-cum-Stores and funds should not laps€'

5.6 Kitchen Devices

U.T. of A&N Islands has not submitted any proposal.
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Approval of PAB: Not APPlicable

6. Summary of PAB-PM POSHAN approvals (Physical) for the year 2022-23

6.1. Recurring and Non-Recurring (Physical)

PAB-PM POSHAN APProvals
lor 2022-23Bponent

Schools
183Primary

Upper Primary

hildren

EErtlIIEl-,
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5.7 Conducting of Social Audit of PM POSIIAN Scheme'

u.T. of A&N Islands has proposed to conduct Social Audit in convergence with Departrnent of

Rural Development or any other suitable agency during2022-21 '

Approval of PAB: Following the discussions, PAB advised UT of A&N Islands to conduct Social

euait or tn" PM POSHAN scheme and share the report with the Ministry. As per PM POSHAN

guidelines, social Audit is to be conducted in all the schools in a phased manner by utilizing MME

funds.

5.8 Flexibility for new interventions

pAB observed that uT has not submitted any proposal under flexibility for Innovative

interventions. For School Nutrition Gardens and Supplementary Nutrition interventions, UT may

convergence with respective line departments.

Approval of PAB: PAB appreciated the development of School Nutrition Gardens through

convergence and also appreciated the supplementary Nutrition from uT's own resources.

5.9 CookingComPetitions

UT has proposed to organize cooking competitions at various levels i.e. Block level, District level

on different'parameters ofskill enhancement and enrichment ofthe Menu'

Approval of PAB: Following the discussions, PAB approved the proposal of uT for organizing

cooking competitions at various levels by utilizing MME funds'

5.10 Training of Cook-cum-Helpers

UT has proposed to train all the engaged Cook-cum-Helpers during 2022-23'

Approval of PAB: Following the discussions, PAB approved the proposal ofUT for training ofall

the engaged Cook-cum-Helpers by utilizing MME funds

150



2.1 Bal Vatika 3075

2.2 13838

Upper Primary 11643
I Working Days

3.1 Bal Vatika 222

3.2 Primary 222

3.3 Upper Primary
4 Cook-cum-Helpers

Primary 298

4.2 Upper Primary 423

5 Serving of PM POSHAN in Drought affected areas during summer
vacations

5.1 0

5.2 Children (U Pry) 0

5.3 Working days 0

5.4 Cook-cum-Helpers 0

6 on Recurri
6.t Kitchen-cum-Stores 0

6.2 Repair of Kitchen-cum-Stores 0

6.3 Kitchen Devices 0

6.4 0

6.2 Ftexibility for new interventions (Physical)

S. No. Component
PAB Approvals (Physical) for

2022-23

I ility for new interventions

l.l School Nutrition (Kitchen) Gardens (Settingup

in all schools)

In convergence
departments in UT

In convergence with line
departments in UT1.2

Supplementary Nutrition over and above

existing provisions (including additional items

already being provided by State)
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Primary

2.3

222

4.1

Children (Pry)

Kitchen Devices (Replacement)

with line



7. Summary of PAFPM POSHAI\ approvals (Financial) for the year 2022-23

7.1 Recurring and Non-Recurring (Financial)

7.2 Flexibility for new interventions

in lakhs
Minimum

Mandatory
UT Share

100%
Central
Assistance

s.
No. Particulars

I urrrng

Rs. 492.840Rs. 492.84l.l Serving ofPM POSHAN during
regular
school working days

000
Serving of PM POSHAN in Drought
affected areas during summer
vacations

Rs. 492.840Rs. 492.84Total Recurring

z on Recurring

0002.1
Construction of Kitchen-cum-

Store
000Repair of Kitchen-cum-Stores2.2

0002.3
Procurement of Kitchen

Devices (new)

00Procurement of Kitchen Devices
(Replacement)

2.4

000

Rs. 492.840Rs. 492.84Total (Recurring + Non Recurring)

Particulars
Central

Assistance

Minimum
MandatoryUT
Share

Total
(Central +UT

Share)

1 bility for new interventions

l.l School
Nutrition (K itchen) Gardens

In convergence with other line departrnents in the

UT
t.2 Provision of supplementary nutrition

items to eligiblechildren under PM
POSHAN Scheme.

n convergence with other line departnents in the UT
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Total (Central
+ uT Share)

t.2

0

Total Non-Recurring

s.
No.


