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Government of lndia
Ministry of Education

Department of School Education & Literacy

2. Secretary DoSEL welcomed the members of PAB PM- POSHAN and made

openingremarks.ShementionedthattheUnioncabinethasapprovedthecontinuation

of scheme for the five year period i.e. 2021-22 lo 2025-26 and also renamed it as

PradhanMantriPoshanShaktiNirman(PM-PoSHAN)'Shealsobriefedaboutthenew

initiatives and emphasized that interventions of school Nutrition Gardens, Tithi Bhojan

and social Audit are focus areas and are positioned as special nutritional interventions'

Highlighting the importance of monitoring, she further stated that it has been decided to

involvestudentsofeminentUniversities/lnstitutionsandalsotraineeteachersof

District lnstitute of Education Training and Regional lnstitutes of Education' for

enhancedmonitoringofimplementationofschemeatfieldlevel.Shereiteratedthat
provisionofhotcookedmealshassignificanteffectonschoolparticipationintermsof

enhancedenrollmentaswellasimprovedregularaftendanceofchildreninschools
rates. She also
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MinuGs of the meeting of Programme Approval Board held on 1745'2O22 to

consider the Annuat Work Plan & Budget (AWP&B) 2022-23 of PM - POSHAN

Scheme for the UT Administration of Chandigarh'

The meeting of the Programme Approval Board- PM - POSHAN (PAB - PM- POSHAN)

was held through video conferencing on 17-05-2022 under the chairpersonship of Ms'

AnitaKarwal,secretary,DepartmentofSchoolEducation&Literacy,Governmentof

lndia.ThelistofparticipantsinthemeetingisenclosedatAnnexur*I.

The agenda before the PAB-PM - POSHAN was:

i.ToreviewthestatusandprogressoftheimplementationofPM-PoSHAN
Scheme in the UT Administration of Chandigarh'

ii. To consider the Annual Work Plan and Budget (AWP&B) 2022-23 proposal of

UT Administration of Chandigarh for PM - POSHAN Scheme'



emphasizedupontheroleofhotcookedmealsinschoolsinremovingsocialbarriersas

childrenfromvarioussocialbackgroundslearntosittogetherandshareacommon

meal. lt was further highlighted that the gender gap in school participation tends to

na]Tow,astheschemehelpserodethebarriersthatpreventgirlsfromgoingtoschool.

SubsequentlyJS(EE.l)appreciatedUTAdministration,sgoodpractices/initiativesviz.

UTprovidesRs.2300/-permonthoverandabovetheCentralAssistancefor
Honorarium to cook cum Herpers, 100% chirdren of ur of chandigarh are having

Aadhaar.E5%SchoolshaveWaterFiltrationFacilitythroughMPI.ADFunds'Allthe

SchoolshaveMultitapfacilityforhandwashing,FortificationofRice&Wheathasbeen

implementedthroughUTFunds,schoolNutritionGardenshavebeendevelopedinST%

Schools etc.

Further, he expressed concern over the issue of Per Day Meals which were served to

the children on extremely high cost. There is less utilization (only 36%) of foodgrains'

lessutilisation(only417o)ofcookingcost,verylessutilization(only22o/o)ofTransport

Assistance, less utilization (only 49%) of MME' I Kitchen cum Stores have not yet

beencompletedsinceFY-2012-lg,TestingofFoodSampleswasnotconductedduring

FY-2021'22 etc.

3. Secretary (School Education), UT Administration of Chandigarh briefed the PAB

abouttheperformanceofPM-POsHANSchemeintheUTAdministrationofChandigarh

during 2021-22 and the initiatives taken by the UT Administration of Chandigarh for

improvingtheeffectivenessoftheschemeandAnnualWorkPlanandBudget(AWP&B)

2022-23 ProPosals'

4

4.'.|

Review of Performance during 2021'22

Coverage of children:

4.'l.l Average number of children availed PM - POSHAN vis-i'vis Enrollment:

TheUTAdministrationofChandigarhhasEnrollmentof54ls0childreninPrimaryand

41422childreninUpperPrimary'ltisobservedthat'duetoCovid-lgpandemic'53035
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children (98%) in Primary and 41310 children (100o/o) in Upper Primary have availed

Food Security Allowance (FSA) under PM - POSHAN during the year 2021-22'

4.1.2 Average number of chitdren availed PM - POSHAN vis'i-vis PAB'PI' -

POSHAN APProval:

The PAB PM - POSHAN has approved 49552 children at Primary and 40970 children

atUpperPrimarylevel.ltisobservedthat,duetoCovid-lgpandemic'53035childrenin

Primaryand4l3l0childreninUpperPrimaryhaveavailedFoodSecurityA|lowance

(FSA) under PM - POSHAN during the year 2021-22'

commenE of PAB: PAB appreciated the efforts of UT Administration of Chandigarh.

4.2 School Working DaYs:

Primary level

Comments of PAB: PAB appreciated the efforts of the UT Administration of

Chandigarhandadvisedtoadheretotheacademiccalendarandtoensurethatmealis

served on all working daYs

4.3 Fund Flow Mechanism

UT Administration of chandigarh has impremented the system of Funds from

DirectoratetoDistrictEducationfficer(DEo)andfurtherDEotoimplementingagency

through e-transfer. Scheme is implemented with UT Funds which are received in the

month of APril every Year.

Due to Covid-19 Pandemic during FY-2021-22, PM-POSHAN Scheme was

implemented through distribution of Food Security Allowance (FSA)'

commentsofPAB:PABappreciatedtheeffortsofUTAdministrationofChandigarh

andadvisedtoadherewithguideline/timetotimeinstruclionissuedbyMinistry.PAB

alsoadvisedtocontinuetheirexistingprocessfortimelyreleaseoffundstotheschool'
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The pAB pM - posHAN has approved 186 working days up to 3d quarter for FY-202',1-

22lorbolhatPrimaryandUpperPrimarylevel.UTAdministrationofChandigarhhas

coveredls6daysupto3dquarterforFY.2o2l.22forbothatPrimaryandUpper



4.4 Management Monitoring and Evatuation (MME):

UTAdministrationofchandigarhhasutilizedRs..tg.T5lakhs(49olo)againsttheMME

allocation of Rs. 40.21 lakhs.

UTAdministrationofChandigarhhasalsoinformedthatUTAdministrationhasnotyet

lmplementedUTProjectManagementUnit(UTPMU)/DistrictProjectManagementUnit

(DPMU) / Cluster Project Management Unit (CPMU) as advised by the PAB PM -

POSHAN duing FY -2021 -22.

GommentsofPAB:PABadvisedtheUTAdministrationofChandigarhtousetheMME

fundsfortheManagementofManpoweratvariouslevels(i.e.UTLevel,Districtand

Cluster/Blocklevel)byformulatingtheteamofprofessionalexperts(forFinance,MlS'

Plan & Monitoring, Nutrition, HR & Capacity Building' Media & IEC etc') at every level

(i'e.UTlevel/District/Block/Clusterleve|)andotheradmissibleactivityforbetter

implementation of PM - POSHAN Scheme at School level'

Further,UTAdministrationofChandigarhwasadvisedtoensuretheimplementationthe

UT Project Management Unit (UTPMU) / District Project Management Unit (DPMU) /

Cluster Project Management Unlt (CPMU) by 30-09-2022'

4.5 Engagement of Cook-cum-Helperc (CCH) and Honorarium

UT Administration of chandigarh has engaged 4gs ccH in primary vis-d-vis PAB-PM -

POSHAN approval of 531 and 323 CCH in Upper Primary vis-a-vis PAB approval of 369

in Upper Primary. UT provides Rs' 2300/- per month over and above the Central

Assistance for Honorarium to cook cum Helpers from their own resources'

commentsofPAB:PABappreciatedtheadditionalcontributionmadebytheUT

AdministrationofChandigarhtowardsHonorarium,incentivesandUniformtocookcum

Helpers.

4.6 Kitchen-cum-stores (KS) (Construction as well as Repair):

CentralAssistanceofRs.23.34lakhshasbeenreleasedforconstructionofl5Kitchen-

cum-stores since 2006-07'
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Ason31.12.2021,Constructionof7Kitchen-cum.Storeshasbeencompleted,
construction of 8 Kitchen-cum-Stores is still in-progress'

comments of PAB: PAB advised the UT Administration of chandigarh to complete the

construction of earlier sanctioned 8 Kitchen cum Stores by 30-09-2022'

4.7 Kitchen Devices (KD) (New as well as Replacement):

CentralAssistanceofRs.2.2Slakhshasbeenreleasedtowardsprocurementof50units

ofNewKitchenDevicessince2006-0T.TheUTAdministrationofChandigarhhas

reported that all 50 units of Kitchen Devices have been procured'

CentralAssistanceofRs'5.g5lakhshasalsobeenreleasedforReplacementofll9

units of Kitchen Devices. The UT Administration of chandigarh has reported that all 119

units of Kitchen Devices have been procured as Replacement'

commentsofPAB:PABappreciatedtheUTAdministrationofChandigarhforl00%

utilization of funds for Procurement / Replacement of Kitchen Devices'

4.8 School Nutrition (Kitchen) Gardens:

UT Administration of chandigarh has developed School Nutrition Gardens (SNGs) with

thehelpof ForestDepartmentinT0(57%) oulof l22schools'Varietiesof vegetables

arebeinggrownintheSNGsandtheSamearebeingusedasadditionalvegetablesin

PM-PosHAN.UTAdministrationofChandigarhhasinformedthatitwilldevelop20

more Nutrition Gardens in the schools compound during the year 2022-23'

Gomments of PAB: PAB appreciated the efforts of UT Administration of chandigarh

andadvisedthemtodevelopSchoolNutritionGardensinalltheremainingschools'

4'9 School Health Programme (Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK),

Weeklylron&FolicAcidSupplementation'NationalDe-wormingDayetc')

and Nutrition in convergence with other Ministries:
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ltwasobservedthathealthcheck-uphasbeencarriedoutfor2gTgT(31%)childrenout
of total Enrolment of 95602 children'

(" NDD - Programme conducted Twice in a year)

commentsofPAB:PABadvisedtoUTAdministrationtoensurel00ToHealthcheck-

upmustbecompletedduringFY-2022-23.PABadvisedthatUTAdministrationshould

explorethepossibilitiestodistributethelFATablets/DewormingTabletsalongwith

serving of hot cooked meals to the children' Moreover' ASHA Health workers can also

be utilized for the same.

PABfurtheradvisedtostateGovernmenttokeepcloseconvergencewiththeHealth

Department to ensure 100% coverage of children under various provisions of RBSK'

4.lO Tithi Bhoian or similar practices

packed Mirk, sugar, Refined oil & Dry Fruits etc. were given by the teachers for

preparationofKheerandHalwaPuriontheeventslikeAnnualFunction,Birthday'

Marriage Anniversary etc'

UTAdministrationhasinformedthatitcouldnotbeconductedduetoCovid-19

UTChandigarhhasawardedatendertoVerkaMilkPlant,MohalitoprovideSweet

FlavoredMilkonceinaweektotheeligiblestudentsunderPM-PoSHANwiththe

estimate cost of Rs. 7/- per unit (150 ml) to provide Additional food items'

UTAdministrationhasinformedthatitcouldnotbeconductedduetoCovid-19
pandemic d urin g FY -2021 -22'

No. of Children
De-worming

tablets (NDD)
lron & Folic Acid
tablets (WIFS)

Health check-uP
(RBSK)

Enrolment

95602 (100%rS50OZ (tOO7")2979795602
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pandemic during FY -2021 -22'

Comments of PAB: PAB noted the same'

4.11 SuPPlementary Nutritionl



commentsofPAB:PABadvisedtheUTAdministrationofChandigarhtoexplorethe

feasibility by adding top-up as Additional UT Share from its own resourc€s to meet the

additional nutritional requirement of children'

4.12 Testing of meals:

Kitchens.

Cooked food is being tested by the NABL accredited Govt' approved Lab i e' FSSAI

underDepartmentofHealth'UTAdministrationofChandigarhonceinamonth'
SamplesofcookedfoodarecollectedonceinamonthfromtheSchoolBasedCluster

A provision of Rs. 4.00 lakhs is being made for sample testing of cooked food provided

by 7 School Based Cluster Kitchens' once in a month' by the FSSAI under Department

ofHealth,UTAdministrationofChandigarhfromFinancialyear2022.23.lnstructions

havebeencirculatedtoallTSchoolBasedClusterKitchensforensuring
implementation of guidelines regarding quality of the food in accordance with

prescribed norms of PM - POSHAN stated by Government of lndia'

UT Administration has informed that it could not be conduc'ted due to Covid-19

pandemic during FY -2021'22'

commentsofPAB:UTAdministrationofChandigarhisadvisedtocollectmore

samplesfromschoolsbytheNABLaccredited/Third-partyaccreditedlaboratoryand

the compilation of reports should be submitted to MOE'

4.13 Grievance Redressal Mechanism and status of disposal of complaints

Steering-cum-MonitoringCommitteeatDistrictLevelisalreadyconst.rtuted.
Grievances/complaintsrelatingtoPM-PosHANarereceivedontelephonehelplineno.

5021697, Toll Free No' 1800-180-2053 and By Post in the office' Steps have been taken

byUTAdministrationtoestablishthemechanismtoredresstheComplaintsimmediately.

commentsofPAB:PABadvisedtheUTAdministrationofChandigarhtogivewide
publicity of scheme, display of entitlement of children under PM - POSHAN etc' along

withTollFreenumber.Thiswillhelpenhanceawarenessamongcommunity.PABalso

stressed on timely disposal of complaints'
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4.'14 Cooking ComPetitions:

VariousCookingCompetitionshavebeenorganizedandmanagedattheSchoollevel

of all the Govt. Schools during POSHAN Abhiyaan 2021-22'

Comments of PAB : PAB noted the same'

4.15 Training of Cook-cum-Helperc and other capacity buitding activities:

cook-cum-helpers have been trained by their colleagues in a cascade model of training

on regular basis. Some of the modules are Role as a Food Handler, Personal Grooming

& Hygiene, Food Storage, Food Safety & Food Safety Act'' Pest Control'

Accidents/Precaution, Garbage Disposal, Food Distribution, Ethics & Values etc'

uT Administration has informed that it could not be conducted due to covid-19

pandemic durin g FY -2021 -22.

UT Administration of chandigarh has informed that training will be provided to

Teachers, lnspectors, Supervisors & all Cook-cum-Helpers during FY - 2022-23 '

GommentsofPAB:UTAdministrationofChandigarhwasadvisedtopreparethe

calendar of Training to cooks and accordingly UT Administration should conduct

training programme to all the Cook-cum-Helpers in a phased manner'

4.16 Data Entry on PM'POSHAN-MIS Web Portal:

pM - POSHAN - MIS portal captures information on critical indicators of PM - POSHAN'

TheAnnualdataentrymodulecapturesmasterdataonavailabilityofKitchen-cum-

Stores, Kitchen Devices, number of Cook-cum-Helpers engaged, mode of cooking etc'

The Monthly data entry module captures data on number of days PM - POSHAN was

served; number of meals served, Honorarium paid to Cook-cum-Helpers engaged'

number of children received IFA tablets, number of children screened under Rashtritya

Bal swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) etc. uT Administration of chandigarh has completed

Annual data entry for 100% schools and Monthly data entry for 100% in the Mls portal'

commentsofPAB:Monthlydataentryshouldbecompletedwithinthel0daysofnext

month'AllthedataenteredintotheMlsportalshouldbeanalyzed.Mlsdatashouldbe

compared with the Quarterly Progress Report (QPR) before submission to MOE'
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4.17 status of implementation of Automated Monitoring system (AUS):

AMShasbeenputinplaceforrealtimemonitoringofPM-PoSHAN.Dataonnumber

of meals served on the particular day and reasons, if meals not served' is being

captured from schools with no cost to school Head Masters / Teachers'

NodatareportedonAutomatedMonitoringSystemduetoclosureofSchoolonaocount

of Covid-'l 9 pandemic durin g 2021'22'

commentsofPAB:UTwasadvisedtoensurethatdailydataisbeingreportedby
100% schools on all school working days'

4.18 Centralized Kitchens:

uT Administration of chandigarh has informed that there are 7 School Based cluster

Kitchens.Foodgrainsstockisstoredin5schoolsatGGMSSS-2o,GMHS-22,GHS-.19'

GHS-30&GHS-35.Further,storagefacilityisavailableintheCentralizedCooking

lnstitute as well as School Based cluster Kitchens' system of fortification of food grains

and their costing and logistics arrangements are done by uT Administration under this'

Riceisfortifiedwithlron,FolicAcidandVitaminBl2at3places(2CentralizedKitchens

and 1 PM - POSHAN (Store) by adding Fortified Rice Kernels (FRK) procured from the

openmarketonanaveragecostofRs.Tol-perkgapprox'intheratioofl:100k9.
Fortified Rice is then transported to the centralized Kitchens and school based cluster

Kitchens as per their requirement from time to time' Wheat procured from the FCI

godownisfirsttransportedatPM-PosHANstore.Afterthat,Wheatisgrindedbythe

Contractor(FlourMill)andAttaisfortifiedtherewithlron,FolicAcidandVitaminBl2

and then transported to the Cooking lnstitute as per their requirement'

comments of PAB: PAB appreciated the efforts of uT Administration of chandigarh'

pAB advised the UT Administration of chandigarh to adhere to the extant guidelines for

engaginganyCivilsocietyorganizations/Non-GovernmentorganizationsinPM-

POSHAN Scheme
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